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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R L97(b) AND 1.98 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a), Applicants 
respectfully request that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and that the listed 
references be considered by the Examiner and made of record. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
L98(d)(l) copies of the listed references are not required to be re-submitted to the Examiner. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97, this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
constmed as a representation that a search has been made, as an admission that the information 
cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentabiUty as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b), or 
as a representation that no other possibly material information, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b), 
exists. 



Furthermore, the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are not to be construed 
as an admission that these references qualify as prior art as to the above-referenced application or 
any related application. Rather, these references are being presented for the Examiner's 
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consideration without prejudice to Applicant's right to demonstrate that any of these references do 
not qualify as prior art should the Examiner choose to apply any of these references. 

The following information is listed below in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .98. Any 
explanation of non-English language documents contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
is believed to constitute a concise explanation of the relevance of the Usted reference as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the 
content of the listed reference, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3). 



Respectfully submitted, 





Patrick S. Yoder 
Reg. No. 37,479 



FLETCHER YODER 
P.O. Box 692289 
Houston, TX 77269-2289 
(281)970-4545 
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ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
ITWO:0004-1A^OD (12984.01) 


SERIAL NO. 
10/684,687 


APPLICANT 
Kenneth LeVey et al. 


FILING DATE 
October 14, 2003 


GROUP 
Unassigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAM. 

Bsrr. 


REF. 
DES. 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




Al 


6,450,748 Bl 


09/17/02 


Hsu 


411 


387.4 


03/08/01 




A2 


6,340,277 Bl 


01/22/02 


Koenig et al. 


411 


416 


12/08/99 




A3 


6,254,327 Bl 


07/03/01 


Chen 


411 


411 


12/01/99 




A4 


6.086,302 


07/11/00 


Gerhard 


411 


387.4 


07/18/97 




A5 


6,056,491 


05/02/00 


Hsu 


411 


418 


04/23/99 




A6 


6,045,312 


04/04/00 


Hsing 


411 


412 


03/17/99 




A7 


5,961,267 


10/05/99 


Goss et al. 


411 


416 


06/23/98 




A8 


5,957,646 


09/28/99 


Giannuzzi et al. 


411 


412 


11/02/98 




A9 


5,921,735 


07/13/99 


Hughes 


411 


411 


08/19/98 




AlO 


5,897.280 


04/27/99 


Dicke 


411 


411 


04/03/98 




All 


5,885,041 


03/23/99 


Giannuzzi et al. 


411 


82 


08/04/97 




A12 


5,827,030 


10/27/98 


Dicke 


411 


387 


09/05/96 




A13 


5,779,417 


07/14/98 


Barth et al. 


411 


412 


05/12/97 




A14 


5,674,035 


10/07/97 


Hettich et al. 


411 


386 


05/02/94 




A15 


5,385,439 


01/31/95 


Hurdle 


411 


386 


11/29/93 




A16 


5,188,496 


02/23/93 


Giannuzzi 


411 


386 


07/13/92 




A17 


5,110.245 


05/05/92 


Huroyuki 


411 


421 


09/12/90 




A18 


5,088,869 


02/18/92 


Greenslade 


411 


386 


01/24/91 




A19 


5,061,136 


10/29/91 


Dixon et al. 


411 


412 


10/03/90 




A20 


5,044,853 


09/03/91 


Dicke 


411 


311 


04/19/90 




A21 


4.842,467 


6/27/89 


Armstrong 


411 


399 


11/09/87 




A22 


4,820,098 


04/11/89 


Taubert et al. 


411 


411 


05/03/85 




A23 


4,818,165 


04/04/89 


Shirai 


411 


178 


04/21/87 




A24 


4,793,220 


12/27/88 


Yamamoto et al. 


76 


108 


11/02/85 
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A25 


4.793.219 


12/27/1988 


Wozniak 


76 


107 


10/26/87 




A26 


4,718,802 


01/12/88 


Rockenfeller et al. 


411 


421 


05/08/86 




A27 


4 652,194 


03/24/87 


Tajima et al. 


411 


417 


10/03/85 




A28 


4 637 767 


01/20/87 


Yaotani et al 


411 


411 


12/28/84 




A29 


4 486 135 


12/04/84 


Kazino 


411 


387 


07/07/82 




A30 


4.430.036 


02/07/84 


ChaDinan 


411 


416 


06/07/82 




A31 


4,069.730 


\S A 9 m^^W9 9 W 


Gutshall 


85 


47 


06/03/76 




A32 


3,661,194 


05/09/72 


Macfarlane et al. 


151 


22 


01/02/70 




A33 


3,455,198 


7/15/69 


Barrett 


85 


1 


10/11/67 




A34 


3,258,797 


07/05/66 


Budd 


10 


152 


11/06/64 




A35 


Re. 34,969 


06/13/95 


Dixon et al. 


411 


412 


08/27/93 




A36 


23,409 


03/29/1859 


Thorn 


411 


411 






FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAM. 
UNIT. 


REF. 
DES. 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


TRANSLATION 




Bl 


1 120 991 


07/24/68 


Great Britain 


F16b 


25/00 






B2 


1.292.780 


06/23/61 


France 


B23g 








B3 


1482 624 


08/10/77 


Great Britain 


F16B 


25/00 






B4 


DE 197 35 
280 A 1 


08/15/97 


Germany 


F16B 


25/00 





OTHER ART (Author, Title, Journal, Volume, Pertinent Pages, & Date) 








EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP609; Draw line through citation 

if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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